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SECTION 097200 - WALL COVERINGS

PART 1 - GENERAL

1.1 SUMMARY

A. Section includes wall coverings and accessories necessary for a complete installation.

B. Related Requirements:

1. Section 092900 "Gypsum Board" for Levels 4 and 5 finishes required under 
wallcovering.

2. Section 097713 "Stretched-Fabric Wall Systems" for panels requiring wall coverings.
3. Section 099123 "Interior Painting" for priming wall surfaces.

1.2 PREINSTALLATION MEETINGS

A. Preinstallation Conference: Conduct conference at Project site.

1.3 ACTION SUBMITTALS

A. Product Data: Submit product data for each type of product.

1. Include data on physical characteristics, durability, fade resistance, and fire-test-response 
characteristics.

B. Shop Drawings: Include location and extent of each wall covering type, seam locations and 
termination points.

C. Samples: Submit wall covering samples in full width by 36-inch- long sections of wall covering 
for each wall covering indicated and for each color, pattern, and texture required.  Samples 
shall show complete pattern repeat.

1. Wall-Covering Sample: Submit samples from same production run to be used for the 
Work, with specified treatments applied. Mark top and face of fabric.

D. Maintenance Data:  Submit maintenance data for wall coverings.

1.4 CLOSEOUT SUBMITTALS

A. Maintenance Data: For wall coverings to include in maintenance manuals.
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1.5 MAINTENANCE MATERIAL SUBMITTALS

A. Furnish extra materials described below, before installation begins, from the same production 
run as the wall coverings installed and that are packaged with protective covering for storage 
and identified with labels describing contents.

1. Rolls of Wall Covering Material:  Full-width rolls of wall covering equal to 5 percent of 
amount of each type installed, but not less than 1 full roll.

1.6 QUALITY ASSURANCE

A. Installer Qualifications:  Engage an experienced installer who has specialized in the installation 
of wall coverings similar to that required for this project.

B. Mockups: Install mockups to verify selections made under Sample submittals and to 
demonstrate aesthetic effects and to set quality standards for installation.

1. Build mockups for each type of wall covering on each substrate required. Comply with 
requirements in ASTM F 1141 for appearance shading characteristics.

2. Approval of mockups does not constitute approval of deviations from the Contract 
Documents contained in mockups unless Architect specifically approves such deviations 
in writing.

3. Subject to compliance with requirements, approved mockups may become part of the 
completed Work if undisturbed at time of Substantial Completion.

C. Manufacturer Qualifications: A qualified manufacturer that is certified for chain of custody by 
an FSC-accredited certification body.

D. Vendor Qualifications: A vendor that is certified for chain of custody by an FSC-accredited 
certification body.

1.7 FIELD CONDITIONS

A. Environmental Limitations: Do not deliver or install wall coverings until wet work in spaces is 
complete and dry, work above ceilings is complete, and ambient temperature and humidity 
conditions are and will be continuously maintained at the levels indicated when the site is 
occupied for its intended use.

B. Lighting: Do not install wall covering until a permanent level of lighting is provided on the 
surfaces to receive wall covering.
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C. Ventilation: Provide continuous ventilation during installation and for not less than the time 
recommended by wall-covering manufacturer for full drying or curing.

1.8 WARRANTY

A. Special Warranty:  Manufacturer's standard form in which manufacturer agrees to replace wall 
covering that does not comply with requirements or that fails within two years from date of 
Substantial Completion.  Warranty does not include deterioration or failure of wall covering 
from failure of substrate, vandalism, or abuse.  Failures include, but are not limited to, 
blistering, fading, fraying, seam delamination, and discoloration.

PART 2 - PRODUCTS

2.1 WALL COVERING PRODUCTS (WC##)

A. General:  Provide rolls of each type of wall covering from the same run number or dye lot. 
Color and pattern matching Architect's samples.

B. Product(s):  As indicated in Finish Schedule on Drawings.

2.2 ACCESSORIES

A. Adhesive: Mildew-resistant, nonstaining, strippable adhesive, for use with specific wall 
covering and substrate application indicated and as recommended in writing by wall-covering 
manufacturer.

B. Primer/Sealer: Mildew resistant, primer/sealer recommended in writing by the wall-covering 
manufacturer for intended substrate.

C. Metal Primer: Interior ferrous metal primer recommended in writing by wall-covering 
manufacturer for intended substrate.

D. Wall Liner: Nonwoven, synthetic underlayment and adhesive as recommended in writing by 
wall-covering manufacturer.

1. Adhesives shall have a VOC content of 50 g/L or less.

E. Seam Tape: As recommended in writing by wall-covering manufacturer.
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PART 3 - EXECUTION

3.1 EXAMINATION

A. Examine substrates and conditions, with Installer present, for compliance with requirements for 
levelness, wall plumbness, maximum moisture content, and other conditions affecting 
performance of the Work.

B. Proceed with installation only after unsatisfactory conditions have been corrected.

3.2 PREPARATION

A. Comply with manufacturer's written instructions for surface preparation.

B. Clean substrates of substances that could impair bond of wall covering, including including 
mold, mildew, oil, grease, incompatible primers, dirt, and dust.

C. Prepare substrates to achieve a smooth, dry, clean, structurally sound surface free of flaking, 
unsound coatings, cracks, and defects.

1. Moisture Content: Maximum of 5 percent on new plaster, concrete, and concrete 
masonry units when tested with an electronic moisture meter.

2. Plaster: Allow new plaster to cure. Neutralize areas of high alkalinity. Prime with primer 
recommended in writing by primer/sealer manufacturer and wall-covering manufacturer.

3. Metals: If not factory primed, clean and apply primer recommended in writing by 
primer/sealer manufacturer and wall-covering manufacturer.

4. Gypsum Board: Prime with primer as recommended in writing by primer/sealer 
manufacturer and wall-covering manufacturer.

5. Painted Surfaces: Treat areas susceptible to pigment bleeding.

D. Check painted surfaces for pigment bleeding. Sand gloss, semigloss, and eggshell finish with 
fine sandpaper.

E. Remove hardware and hardware accessories, electrical plates and covers, light fixture trims, 
and similar items.

F. Acclimatize wall-covering materials by removing them from packaging in the installation areas 
not less than 24 hours before installation.
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3.3 WALL LINER INSTALLATION

A. Install wall liner, without gaps or overlaps. Form smooth wrinkle-free surface for finished 
installation. Do not begin wall-covering installation until wall liner has dried.

3.4 WALL-COVERING INSTALLATION

A. Comply with wall-covering manufacturers' written installation instructions applicable to 
products and applications indicated.

1. Fabric Wrapped Panel Applications:  For application of fabrics to stretched fabric wall 
systems, refer to Section 097713 "Stretched-Fabric Wall Systems."

B. Cut wall-covering strips in roll number sequence. Change the roll numbers at partition breaks 
and corners.

C. Install strips in same order as cut from roll.

1. For solid-color, even-texture, or random-match wall coverings, reverse every other strip.

D. Install wall covering without lifted or curling edges and without visible shrinkage.

E. Trim edges and seams for color uniformity, pattern match, and tight closure. Butt seams 
without overlaps or gaps between strips.

F. Fully bond wall covering to substrate. Remove air bubbles, wrinkles, blisters, and other defects.

3.5 CLEANING

A. Remove excess adhesive at seams, perimeter edges, and adjacent surfaces.

B. Use cleaning methods recommended in writing by wall-covering manufacturer.

C. Replace strips that cannot be cleaned.

D. Reinstall hardware and hardware accessories, electrical plates and covers, light fixture trims, 
and similar items.

END OF SECTION
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