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SECTION 024119 - SELECTIVE DEMOLITION

PART 1 - GENERAL

1.1 SUMMARY

A. Section includes demolition and removal of specific portions of building.

1.2 MATERIALS OWNERSHIP

A. Materials Ownership:  Unless otherwise indicated, demolition waste becomes property of 
Contractor.  Materials to be reused remain the property of the Owner.

1.3 QUALITY ASSURANCE

A. Refrigerant Recovery Technician Qualifications:  Certified by an EPA-approved certification 
program.

1.4 FIELD CONDITIONS

A. Owner will occupy portions of building immediately adjacent to selective demolition area.  
Conduct selective demolition so Owner's operations will not be disrupted.

B. Conditions existing at time of inspection for bidding purpose will be maintained by Owner as 
far as practical.

C. Notify Architect of discrepancies between existing conditions and Drawings before proceeding 
with selective demolition.

D. It is not expected that hazardous materials will be encountered in the Work.  If suspected 
hazardous materials are encountered, do not disturb; immediately notify Architect and Owner.  
Hazardous materials will be removed by Owner under a separate contract.

E. Maintain fire-protection facilities in service during selective demolition operations.
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PART 2 - PRODUCTS

2.1 PERFORMANCE REQUIREMENTS

A. Regulatory Requirements:  Comply with governing EPA notification regulations before 
beginning selective demolition.  Comply with hauling and disposal regulations of authorities 
having jurisdiction.

B. Standards:  Comply with ANSI/ASSE A10.6 and NFPA 241.

PART 3 - EXECUTION

3.1 UTILITY SERVICES AND MECHANICAL/ELECTRICAL SYSTEMS

A. Maintain existing utilities/services/systems indicated to remain and protect them against 
damage.

B. Locate, identify, disconnect, and seal or cap off indicated utility services and 
mechanical/electrical systems serving areas to be selectively demolished.

C. Owner will arrange to shut off indicated services/systems when requested by Contractor.  
Provide minimum 48 hours notice when requesting shut-off. 

D. If services/systems are required to be removed, relocated, or abandoned, provide temporary 
services/systems that bypass area of selective demolition and that maintain continuity of 
services/systems to other parts of building.

E. Disconnect, demolish, and remove fire-suppression systems, plumbing, and HVAC systems, 
equipment, and components indicated to be removed. 

3.2 PROTECTION

A. Protect construction indicated to remain against damage and soiling during selective 
demolition.  Items may be removed to a suitable, protected storage location during selective 
demolition and cleaned and reinstalled in their original locations after selective demolition 
operations are complete.
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3.3 SELECTIVE DEMOLITION, GENERAL

A. Demolish and remove existing construction only to the extent required by new construction and 
as indicated.  Use methods required to complete the Work within limitations of governing 
regulations and as follows:

1. Neatly cut openings and holes plumb, square, and true to dimensions required.  Use 
cutting methods least likely to damage construction to remain or adjoining construction.  
Use hand tools or small power tools designed for sawing or grinding, not hammering and 
chopping, to minimize disturbance of adjacent surfaces.  Temporarily cover openings to 
remain.

2. Cut or drill from the exposed or finished side into concealed surfaces to avoid marring 
existing finished surfaces.

3. Do not use cutting torches until work area is cleared of flammable materials.  At 
concealed spaces, such as duct and pipe interiors, verify condition and contents of hidden 
space before starting flame-cutting operations.  Maintain fire watch and portable 
fire-suppression devices during flame-cutting operations.

4. Maintain adequate ventilation when using cutting torches.
5. Remove decayed, vermin-infested, or otherwise dangerous or unsuitable materials and 

promptly dispose of off-site.
6. Locate selective demolition equipment and remove debris and materials so as not to 

impose excessive loads on supporting walls, floors, or framing.
7. When cutting concrete, masonry, wallboard and any other dust-producing materials, 

provide temporary barriers to prevent spread of dust into the rest of the building.  Provide 
filters for mechanical systems and air ducts.  

8. Dispose of demolished items and materials promptly.

3.4 SELECTIVE DEMOLITION PROCEDURES FOR SPECIFIC MATERIALS AND 
PRODUCTS

A. Concrete:  Demolish in sections.  Cut concrete full depth at junctures with construction to 
remain and at regular intervals using power-driven saw, then remove concrete between saw 
cuts.

B. Masonry:  Demolish in small sections.  Cut masonry at junctures with construction to remain, 
using power-driven saw, then remove masonry between saw cuts. 

C. Concrete Slabs-on-Grade:  Saw-cut perimeter of area to be demolished, then break up and 
remove.

D. Resilient Floor Covering and Glued-Down Carpets:  Remove floor coverings and adhesive 
according to recommendations in RFCI's "Recommended Work Practices for the Removal of 
Resilient Floor Coverings."  Do not use methods requiring solvent-based adhesive strippers.
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E. Ballasts:  If ballast is not labeled "No PCBs," or if the label is illegible, contact a ballast 
recycler for disposal.

F. Mercury-Containing Devices:  Mercury-containing devices include thermostats, silent switches, 
mechanical switches and relays or contacts.  Dispose of these devices with an appropriate 
recycler.

G. Nickel-Cadmium and Lead-Acid Batteries:  Exit signs, emergency lighting units, alarm 
systems, smoke detectors, and carbon-monoxide detectors may contain nickel-cadmium or 
lead-acid.  Arrange with an appropriate recycler for disposal.

H. Refrigerant:  Remove refrigerant from mechanical equipment to be selectively demolished 
according to 40 CFR 82 and regulations of authorities having jurisdiction.

3.5 DISPOSAL OF DEMOLISHED MATERIALS

A. Except for items or materials indicated to be reused, salvaged, reinstalled, or otherwise 
indicated to remain Owner's property, remove demolished materials from Project site and 
legally dispose of them in an EPA-approved landfill.  Do not allow demolished materials to 
accumulate on site.  Remove and transport debris in a manner that will prevent spillage on 
adjacent surfaces and areas.

3.6 CLEANING

A. Clean adjacent structures and improvements of dust, dirt, and debris caused by selective 
demolition operations.  Return adjacent areas to condition existing before selective demolition 
operations began.

END OF SECTION
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